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Preface

The modern chess player faces a challenging task before every game: the choice of
opening. For most players, the ideal opening for Black has the following
characteristics:

It requires a limited amount of memorization.

It contains an element of surprise for the opponent.

It leads to an equal position.

It allows for a relatively complex game, with winning chances for Black.

a0 oo

Obviously, the ideal opening does not exist. Before every game, the modern chess
player needs to consider numerous variables — the most obvious being his specific
opponent and the tournament situation —and then compromise. As the number of
games played in each variation increases and opening theory becomes more and
more developed, finding a suitable opening becomes harder and harder, and
players tend to follow the most popular variations.

Openings rise and fall in popularity over time, as players continue to learn and find
new ideas for both sides. The two main replies to 1.e4 have always been 1...e5 and
1...c5, and with good ‘homework’ it is exceedingly likely you will equalize with
either. However, in tandem with their popularity, the amount of theory that is
needed to play those openings has increased as well.

In this book, | recommend the Caro-Kann Defense as a viable and flexible opening
for Black. Let’s examine, point by point, how it compares to both 1...e5 and 1...c5.

= Judging the amount of theory required to play an opening is not an exact
science, but it is quite clear that the Caro-Kann will be an easier opening to
pick up from scratch than any Sicilian. The amount of theory is probably
more comparable to a 1...e5 repertoire, depending on which variations one
chooses to play.

= As | mentioned earlier, the Caro-Kann is not played as frequently as 1...e5
and 1...c5. Further, the Caro-Kann comes in various flavors and can be
adopted either as a mainstay or surprise weapon, due to these diverse
options Black has.



= Chess players always need to make some concessions in the opening, but
this point is the hardest to tackle for any chess player (for good reason). |
believe that the Caro-Kann is very playable, and that it is White who needs
to find fresh ideas to trouble Black. Opening theory will evolve well beyond
this book, but the Caro-Kann will remain a viable opening.

= Last but not least, the Caro-Kann is a pretty good choice if you are looking
to avoid simple draws or major simplifications since it rarely leads to forcing
variations.

The Caro-Kann Defense has always been one of my favorite openings to play and
was the very first opening | learned when | started playing chess. Former world
champion Anatoly Karpov espoused this opening throughout his career and, with
his solid and positional style, inspired me to play the Caro-Kann as well. Many
games have been played, and theory has evolved since the days of Karpov’s Caro-
Kann. As you will see in this book, this opening offers Black many opportunities for
dynamic play, despite its solid framework.

My hope is that readers of all levels will find something of value to them in this
book. The material contains many new ideas and the analysis often stretch quite
far from the opening stages. Nevertheless, | have done my best to help the reader
make sense of the complicated variations and of the positional nuances inextricably
woven between them. The idea is not only to show you the moves, but also to help
you develop both your understanding of the underlying plans and your familiarity
with broader strategic concepts, to guide your decision-making even beyond the
opening.

Francesco Rambaldi
St. Louis, March 2020



4.dxc5 e6 5.2)f3 with 8.a3

1.e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.e5 c5
4.dxc5 e6 5.20f3 £L.xc5
6.2d3 2\e7 7.0-0 g6
8.a3
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a) 8...2c6

1. e4 c6 2. d4 d5 3. e5 ¢5 4. dxc5 eb 5.
3 2xc5 6. £.d3

6. a3 is covered via 5.a3 £xc5 6.9)f3.
6... DNe7

It is worth considering the currently
popular variation 6... f6 7. 0-0 Z\c6:

E sWd AHE[l
i i ii
A ii
24iA

L0
AA A AAA
EQaY ED

Position after: 7... ?\c6

White obtains the upper hand here
with precise play. 8. exfé \xf6 9. c4 0-
0 10. £\c3 and Black can choose a few
different ideas, but none of them give
him enough counterplay. In the long
run, Black's central pawns are weak
and Black will either lose one or give up
important squares by pushing them.

E oW Eeg |s
i i
A iA4

84

A

NL D
A N BAR
E 2% HEP

Position after: 10. &9\ c3

A) 10... ©h8 11. £g5 Wde 12.
£h41x gave White an edge in Van
Kampen, R (2572) — Kroeze, F (2408)
Germany 2012.

B) 10... h6
£ 2W Eé |
di i
4 14 1
Li
A
DL D
A A A A
E 89 Ed

Position after: 10... h6

11. £f4IN White wants to bring the
bishop to g3 so that it will defend the
f2-pawn and control the e5-square.
11... d4 [11... Dh5 12. £d2 £d7 13.
Eclzt Black's position is too loose.;
11... £d7 12. £g3 268 13. Eeld]
12. £\b11? The idea is to bring the
knight to d2 and control the e4-
square. White has a slight edge due
to Black's inferior pawn structure.
12... Dh5 13. 283 e5 14. Hbd2x

C) 10... Wd6 11. h3! £d7 [11...2e5
is forcing and worth considering, but
after 12. cxd5 fgd 13. Lxh7+
Dxh7 14. Dg5+ Lg8 15. hxgd exds
16. Wxds5+ Wxds 17. HDxd5 Lxgs
18. Le3+ the tactics have worked
out in White’s favour.] 12. £a4!
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b4 Ego |m
Ai & aa
AW 3 A
24
N A
2 QN A
N:l H:PB
2 QW EBEd

Position after: 12. a4l

White harasses the c5-bishop, which
is Black's best piece. 12... £b4 [12...
b6 13. cxd5 exd5 14. &xc5 bxc5 15.
£2e34] 13. a3 £a5 14. &c3 Black's
dark-squared bishop has been driven
away and a3 is a useful move. 14... a6
[14... De5 15. 214 Dxf3+ 16. Wxf3
e5 17. £g3£] 15. cxd5 exd5 16.
DNed! Dxed [16... dxed?? loses to 17.
Lcd++-] 17. Lxed d4 [17... De7 18.
L2g5 ©h8 19. Lxe7 Wxe7 20.
Wyd5x leaves White a pawn up for
little compensation.] 18. &g5! g6 19.
£2d2 Eae8 20. &xa5 Pxa5 21.
Helt White's position is more com-
fortable, as the d4-pawn is very
weak.

7.0-0

7. a3 has no independent value since
Black frees the e7-square for the bish-
op with 7... &£\g6.

7... 9\g6 8. a3

White's intention is quite clear: he

wants to play b4 and follow up with
£b2, Nbd2, Eel and possibly c4.

EAse  El
i i Adi
A A
L44
s L &
A A A A4
Enhaly HP

Position after: 8. a3

A lot of players have reached this posi-
tion, and there is considerably more
theory than in the lines we discussed in
the previous chapter, where a3 was
played on an earlier move. Neverthe-
less, there are many new ideas to be
explored. Since we are discussing one
of the main lines for White, | will show
a few different continuations for Black.
8... ?\c6 is the most popular move and
should be followed up with 9. b4 Le7.
White can likely claim a slight pull in
that line, but he needs to be very pre-
cise. 8... 0-0 is another popular move,
which can lead to very sharp and forc-
ing play after 9. &)g5 or to a positional
struggle after 9. Eel. Overall, Black
needs to put in a considerable amount
of work to equalize in both lines, so |
will just showcase the main variations.
Although it is only move 8, Black has
two interesting novelties in this posi-
tion. The first one is 8... a6!?N, freeing
the a7-square for the bishop. The criti-
cal lines arise after 9. #\bd2, as White
mirrors the main line with 8. @bd2
with the moves a3 and ...a6 included.
My main recommendation is 8...
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Le71?N, an intriguing move that can
be best understood by examining the
shortfalls of the other variations. It al-
most always makes sense to delay
...&\c6, because in case White plays b4
Black wants to reply with ...&e7 and
...a5 (displacing the b4-pawn) and then
develop the queen’s knight to c5 in-
stead. We will begin by discussing
Black's alternatives to 8... £e7, and we
will revert to my main recommenda-
tion in the last subchapter.

8... 2\c6

The most straightforward approach.
Black simply continues development
and invites White to show his plan.

9. b4

E W E|w
4 i F 9 W

@

4
i A
&

o o

i
it
A 12L&

& 8 AR
HHey EHEQ

Position after: 9. b4

9. 2e7

9... £b6?! is more popular, but Black
fails to equalize as White opens up the
center with c4. 10. £b2 0-0 [10... /\f4
can also be played, but White retains
the upper hand with 11. ¢4 0-0 12. c5!

Dxd3 13. Wxd3 Lc7 14. b5 De7 15.
Nbd2E as was played in Kadric, D
(2554) — Pogorelov, R (2354) Sitges
2018.] 11. Eel f6!? This is Black's only
try, as Black's position will be very hard
to play if he does not look for counter-
play. 12. exf6 gxf6 13. c4 dxcd
[13..9)f4 14. cxd5 Wxd5 15. Le4
Wxd1 16. Exdl e5 17. Y3+ gave
White a more comfortable endgame in
Wolfrum, R (2212) — Gierth, K (2187)
GER email 2011.] 14. &xc4 Wxd1 15.
Exd1l &g7 16. D3 e5 17. Dd5t

E 2 E -
A i & &
L4

DA
AL
A (2
el A A
g Ef &
2

Position after: 17.

&

dsx

White also had a more comfortable
endgame in Karjakin, S (2753) — Adhi-
ban, B (2683) Astana 2019.

10. 2b2

10. Eel transposes to 8...2e7 9.8 el
&6 10.b4.

10... 0-0

A) 10..9)f4 eliminates the light-
squared bishop, but Black's kingside is
left exposed and White can start an at-
tack with 11. EelIN Dxd3 12. Wxd3
0-0 13. Y\bd2 b6 14. Ee3Iz.
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B) 10... f6 is a worse version of the
lines with 8...2e7 9. Eel &6 10.b4
f6, as White can take on g6 without
spending time on Eel. 11. Lxg6+
hxge 12. Wd3 fsn 13. £bd2 g5 14.
h3tf White is about to play c4 and
Black is under pressure.

11. Eel

) & &
2 A4 8 A A
25 WH &

Position after: 11. Eel

White needs to free the fl-square for
his light-squared bishop.

11. Ybd2 &fa= was equal in Bernad-
skiy, V (2570) — Tabatabaei, M (2566)
Teheran 2017

11... 2d7

A) 11..f6 is not as strong now since
Black has already castled and cannot
generate a kingside initiative. 12. £xg6
hxg6 13. Dbd2x

B) 11... &)f4 is pointless, as White can
retreat the bishop to f1. 12. £f1 f6 13.
Dbd2+

12. Nbd2

12. c4 dxc4 13. £xc4 was seen in Zil-
berstein, D — Bartholomew, J ICC 2007,
and now Black can equalize completely
with: 13...b5IN 14. £xb5 a5=.

12... b5!

A
QAN AAA
= YE &

Position after: 12... b5!

Without this move, Black's position is
cramped and passive.

13. 2xb5

White can also choose to leave the
pawn on b5 with 13. g3N a5 14. c3
Eb8 15. Eb1 [Putting the rook on c1
does not change much, as the rook will
be headed to d1 once Black closes the
queenside. Thus 15. Ecl a4 16. We2
Whe 17. B cdl would transpose.] 15...
a4 16. We2 Wpe 17. Ebd1l Wb7 18.
ha1? [18. &fl f6 19. exfé &xf6 20.
2 xgb hxgb=] 18... f6 19. exf6 L.xf6 20.
Lblew The position is complex, but
slightly easier to play for White as his
pieces are more centralized.
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13... Dcxe5 14. Lxd7

14. £f1 is too slow: 14... YD xf3+ 15,
Nxf3 Ladl=.

14... Dxd7 15. c4 dxca 16. Dxcd Db6
17. YDas51?

A) 17. Ec1 Wxd1 18. Eexdl &f4 19.
Bf1 Efcg=

B) 17. We2 Wds 18. Hxb6 axb6 19.
g3 Efds=

17... Wxd1 18. Eexdl Efc8 19. g3

E E g =
i L24i4idi
A i A

&)
A
A AR
jol B A
= E @

Position after: 19. g3

Although this endgame is not far from
equality, Black is the one who will have
to work for a draw.

b) 8...0-0 9.5\g5

1. e4 c6 2. d4 d5 3. e5 c5 4. dxc5 e6 5.
Z\f3 £xc5 6. 2d3 YDe7 7. 0-0 2g6 8.
a3 0-0!?

A very logical move, but it restricts
Black's options, as f6 will not be as
good without the rook on h8. White
now has two main options: the calmer
9. Eel1!? and the more aggressive 9.
Ng51?.

9. Ng51?
Taking the bait. Now, Black needs to

defend against White's threat of an
imminent attack on the kingside.

EAOW Eedo |a
i Aii
i A
2i48 O
A 2
A A A AA
ENnaYW ED

Position after: 9. #g5!?
A) 9. b4?! is not a good idea now since
9. Le7= (followed by ...a5) gives

Black a good position.

B) 9. bd2 seems logical, with the
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idea of waiting for ...2\c6 to play b4,
but the f4-square is now free for Black
to use. 9... Dc6 10. b4 Lb6 11. £b2
[Black was fine after 11. £xg6 fxg6= in
Anand, V (2773) — Mamedyarov, S
(2817) Wijk aan Zee 2019.] 11... &fa=
Once the light-squared bishop comes
off the board, Black will not be in any
danger. Black was fine in Vitiugov, N
(2735) — Anand, V (2776) Karlsruhe/
Baden-Baden 2018.

C) 9. Eell? - see the next subchapter.
9... We7

9... 2e7?! was played in Xiong, J (2656)
— Karavade, E (2374) Douglas 2018, and
Black soon succumbed to the attack:
10. Wh5 Lxg5 11. Lxg5-»> Wc7 12.
N3 Q6 13. T4 Yd4 14. Eael h6 15.
L2161 gxf6 16. exf6 Af5 17. Lxf5 exfs
18. Pixd5 Wes+ 19. Ee3 Ed8 20.
Wxhe Wfs 21. De7+ and resigns.

10. Wh5 h6 11. 23

11. Dxf7 wins a pawn but gives up the
initiative, and Black finds ample com-
pensation. 11... Wxf7

A) 12. £xg6? seems crushing, but it
is White fighting for a draw after 12...
Wixf2+1113. Exf2 Exf2 14. 9\d2 [14.
b4 £b6 15. c4 was played in Gapo-
nenko, | (2396) — Socko, M (2407)
Moscow 2019, and Black could have
played 15... £d4IN with a winning
position] 14... Ef5+ 15. @h1 Exh5

16. £xh5 A c6F Polgar, T (2241) —
Chylewski, P (2376) Pardubice 2019.

B) 12. £e3 N4l 13. Wxf7+ Exf7
14. 2xc5 PDxd3 15. cxd3 &6 16.
L2d6 Nda 17. Hc3 b6 18. f3 L.a6
19. Ead1 Ec820. Ef2 g55

4 d |o

i X

23 21 i
P
4

A NA A

A A A

h=¢ o)

Position after: 20... g5z

White has an extra pawn, but Black
should be quite comfortable holding
this endgame.

11... 2c6 12. Eel Nda!

X & Ed |0
A iV i i
i Ai
234 Wy
A
A 2 »n
A A A A A
Z2Hheg B &

Position after: 12... £\d4!

The only way for Black to create coun-
terplay.

13. Y\ xd4 2xd4 14. c3 2b6!?
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Retreating to ¢5 is imprecise: 14... Lc5
15. a4 a5 [15...a6 is too passive, and
Black will struggle after 16. £a3 £d7
17. De2x] 16. Ha3 &d7 17. &bs
Lxb5 [17... Whe 18. We2+] 18. axb5
a4 19. £d2 a3 20. b4! £b6 21. Ea2!+
The pawn is blockaded, and Black is left
without any play.

15. a4 a5 16. Da3 2d7 17. D2

17. b5 While this move was strong
after 14... £.¢5, Black is fine here since
after 17... &xb5 18. axb5 a4 19. £d2
a3 b4 does not come with tempo. 20.
bxa3 [20. b4 a2!¥ is now simply better
for Black.] 20... Wc51 21. Efl Exa3
22. Exa3 Wxa3=

17... Le8!
)¢ &4 ¢ D
R 4 4
2 i Ai
4 i A Wy
A
AL
A &) A A A
g 2 H &

Position after: 17... e8!

Defending the knight on g6 and prepar-
ing to push the f-pawn for counterplay.

18. Nda

We have been following Arjun, K

(2483) — Sankalp, G (2369) New Delhi
2019.

White could also have tried 18. £.d2N:
by delaying £)d4, he maintains his op-
tions of pushing the b-pawn. 18... £c5!

A) Black’s point is to answer 19.2\d4
with 19... Wbe! 19. b3 Ec8 [19...
Whe?r 20. We21£] 20. Dd4 Lxd4a
21. cxd4 Wpe 22. Wga 5 23. exf6
Exf6 24. h3 He7w with an unclear
position.

B) 19. b4 axb4 20. cxb4 £.a7 21. b5
[21. a5 £b5! 22. £xb5 Wxc2=] 21...
f6! A cool resource! 22. 2xg6 Wxc2!
23. 2xc2 &xh5=

18... 2xd4N 19. cxd4 Wbe 20. Le3 f5
21. exf6 Exf6o

E 2 @ |-
i i
W  1EAi

i A G

A &

28
a & A4
= i D

Position after: 21... Exf6oo

The position is quite complicated, and
we could analyze it further, but the
general assessment is that Black will
need to be quite precise to avoid trou-
ble.
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) 8...0-0 9.2 e1

1. e4 c6 2. d4 d5 3. e5 c5 4. dxc5 e6 5.
93 £xc5 6. £2d3 Ye7 7. 0-0 2g6 8.
a3 0-01? 9. Zell?

EAasW Ed
id i Adi
A

&
214

) 2 D
& A & A A
ENaWEH &

Position after: 9. Ee1!?

This move is surprisingly difficult to
deal with since Black normally prefers
delaying ...0-0. The inclusion of the last
two moves favors White as ...f6 breaks
are harder to accomplish now. The text
move is perhaps stronger than 9.2\g5
since Black is now left to find a plan. By
contrast, in the 9.@g5 variations,
Black’s moves are forced and some-
what easier to find.

9...a5!?

An interesting move: Black restricts
White's play on the queenside and
gains space. Still, Black does not have a
clear plan to find counterplay, so
White's position is a bit more comfort-
able.

A) 9... Whe creates some discomfort

for White, but he can quickly re-adjust
his position:

A1) 10. Wd21? White will develop his
dark-squared bishop on b2, and now
Black's own queen is misplaced on b6.

Eg |=
F Y 3
a

EA ¢
ii
Wy i
21l
A L H
Al AAR
2nhe B &

Position after: 10. Wd21?

10... Dc6 [10... 2d7 allows 11. h4!
Wdg8 12. b4 2b6 13. h5 Ph4 14.
g5 h6 15. Y\h7 Ee8 16. ad!l- with
a crushing attack.] 11. b4 Le7 12.
£Db2 a6 13. Wc1ix Black now has no
easy way to deal with c4.

A2) 10. &e3 is also possible as Black
cannot take on b2: 10... £xe3 11.
Exe3 N4 [11... Wxb2? 12. &\c31+-]
12. Ybd2co.

B) 9... Wc7 is rather odd, but has an
idea: Black is waiting for White to play
b4 to develop his b8-knight so that he
can then play ...a5 followed by b5
...\d7. However, White can seize the
initiative with 10. b4 &e7 [The bishop
is misplaced on b6, as Black can no
longer pressure the b4-pawn: 10...




